[Polycystic kidney disease in children].
Polycystic renal diseases in children include 2 pathologically and genetically distinct diseases: autosomal recessive polycystic kidney disease (ARPKD), incorrectly called the "infantile form", characterized by a constant hepato-renal involvement, and autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease, often termed the "adult form", which is more and more frequently detected in children as a result of advances in renal imaging techniques. The differential diagnosis is not based on age at discovery, clinical symptoms or renal imaging, which may all be similar in the 2 diseases, but on the presence, detected by either pathology or ultrasonography, of the biliary dysgenesis specific to ARPKD, and mainly on the mode of inheritance, confirmed by the results of ultrasonography in parents and grandparents.